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	Curriculum Goals
	Stepping stone 1

	Stepping stone 2
	Stepping stone 3
	Stepping stone 4
	Stepping stone 5
	Stepping stone 6
	Stepping stone 7

	Settle in and become a confident and independent learner




To partake in small circle time activities, focus on and complete a task
	Separates from main carer with support from a familiar adult. 

Explores unfamiliar environment with support.


To build a relationship with keyworker







	To explore environment and play alongside other children. 

To begin to explore activities independently. 


To begin to make their own choices during play. 

To join in with 1:1 activity with an adult
	Play with increasing confidence on own and next to others.

To access a range of resources independently. 

To continue making their own choices during play
	To play collaboratively with other children. Express feelings and needs with words. 

Begin to understand/Manama simple emotions such as happiness/frustration

To talk about different choices the make.

To join in with circle and registration times

.
	To take part in pretend play

To be confident to think of and share their ideas with others.  


To learn and use new vocabulary during play.
	Make comments/reflections about their learning journey.

Extend and elaborate play ideas with their friends.

To be confident to think of and share their ideas with others.









	Talk about their learning and what helps them to persevere through difficulties and what helps when they find things hard. 


Initiate conversations with friends and adults

	Curriculum Goals
	Stepping Stone 1
	Stepping Stone 2
	Stepping Stone 3
	Stepping Stone 4
	Stepping Stone 5
	Stepping Stone 6
	Stepping Stone 7

	
To understand and model appropriate social cues and behaviour.

To understand the word no/stop and the boundary these set.
	
Seeks comfort from familiar adults when needed.


Shows affection and concern for people who are special to them.


	
Aware that some actions can hurt or harm others.



Tries to help of give comfort to others.

	
Welcomes and values praise for what they have done.


Enjoys responsibility of carrying out tasks
	
Can express their feelings such as happy, sad, cross, scared.


Shows confidence in asking adults for help
	
Begin to accept the needs of others and can take turns and share resource.

Can usually tolerate delay when needs are not immediately met,
	
Demonstrates friendly, inclusive behaviour.



Initiates conversations and play with peers
	
Aware of own feelings and understands that some actions and words can hurt others feelings.

Can usually adapt behaviour to different events, social situations and changes in routine.

	
To be aware of others and make friends
	
Is curious about people and shows and interest in themselves and family.

Enjoys looking at pictures of themselves, and family.

	
Has a sense of own family and relations.

In pretend play, imitates everyday actions from own family.
	
Beginning to identify peers as friends.

Comments and asks questions about adults and peers.
	
Learns they have similarities and differences that connect them to, and distinguishes them from others.
	
Shows care and concern for friends.

Shows an interest in different occupations or ways of life.
	
Recognises and describes specials times/events for family or friends.
	
Knows that some things make them unique and can talk about some of the similarities and differences in relation to friends and family.

	Curriculum Goals

	Stepping Stone 1
	Stepping Stone 2
	Stepping Stone 3
	Stepping Stone 6
	Stepping Stone 5
	Stepping stone 7
	Stepping stone 8

	To talk openly and freely in sentences, using extending vocabulary.
	Uses language as a means of widening contacts, sharing feelings, experience, and thoughts.

Uses gestures to communicate
	Holds a limited conversation jumping from topic to topic.

Beginning to learn new words and using them when communicating
	Uses simple sentences.

Beginning to ask a variety of questions, who, what, where and how.
	Beginning to structure and use word endings.

Can re-tell a past event in the correct sequence of event.
	Beginning to use more complex sentences to link thoughts.

Questions why things happen and can sometimes offer explanations
	Uses more complex sentences to link thoughts.

Can explain what is happening and what might happen next.
	Builds up vocabulary that reflects the breadth of their experiences.

Uses vocabulary focused on objects and people which are of importance to them.

	Self Care - Independence – being able to use the toilet, wash hands, put on and remove coat.
	Can hold a cup and drink without spilling.

Shows awareness of bladder and bowel needs.
	Demonstrates awareness of what a potty or toilet are used for.

Shows a desire to assist with dressing/undressing and hygiene routines.
	Clearly communicates the need for the toilet/potty.
Drinks well without spilling and can select own snack
	Puts on own hat, unzips coat, beginning to be independent in self-care but still needs adult support.


	Can manage washing and drying hands independently. 
Dresses with help, puts arms in open fronted coat, pulls up own trousers.

Recognises own belongings/take responsibility for them
	Can tell adults when hungry or tired or when they want to rest.
Observes the effect of activity on their body



	Usually dry and clean during the day.

Beginning to understand what healthy foods are and why we need to eat healthily.







	Curriculum Goals
	Stepping Stone 1
	Stepping Stone 2
	Stepping Stone 3
	Stepping Stone 4
	Stepping Stone 5
	Stepping Stone 6
	Stepping Stone 7

	To sit and listen to story, re-tell the story, talk about the characters.

To develop pre-phonics skills (listening, rhyme, alliteration, sound awareness)




To open and enjoy books, add to a story and create stories.

To recognise their own name, familiar logos and signs










	Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic activities.


Shows awareness of environmental sounds (e.g., notices loud/quiet, animal sounds).




Has some favourite stories, rhymes, songs and poems.
	Beginning to repeat words from familiar stories.

Joins in with action songs and simple repetitive rhymes.

Copies simple sound effects (e.g., “moo”, “beep”).


Fills in missing word or phrases in a known rhyme or story.

Beginning to learn jingles to represent the sounds of the alphabet
	Beginning to recognise rhyme in spoken words.


Enjoys rhyming and rhythmic activities.  Begins to join in with repeated refrains in stories.
Listens to and identifies familiar environmental sounds.

Listens to and joins in with stories.

Begin to recognise their own name on familiar items such as clothing, water bottles, self-registration
	Beginning to be aware of how a story is structured


Recognises rhyme in spoken words (e.g., cat/hat). Fills in missing rhyming words in familiar stories or songs.
Begins to hear and identify initial sounds in familiar words.

Suggests how a story may end.

Recognises familiar logos and brand names
	Listens to stories with increased attention and recall.

Identifies words that start with the same sound (alliteration) e.g., “big bear”.
Begins to distinguish between different sounds in words.
Claps syllables in simple words.

Describes the main story, setting, characters and events.

Can recognise letters from their name in other words.











	Looks at books independently.



Identifies initial sounds in familiar words independently.
Begins to orally segment simple words (c-a-t).
Links some sounds to letters (especially from own name).

Recognises familiar words and signs such as own name and logos.
	Make up their own stories.



Hears and says the initial sound in words consistently.
Begins to blend simple sounds orally to make words.
Recognises letters that represent familiar sounds.

Engage in extended conversations about favourite stories, characters, and events.

	Curriculum Goal
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1
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2
	Stepping Stone 
3
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4
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5
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6
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	To be able to hold a pencil correctly and other mark making tools.


	Can make connections between their movement and the marks they make.

May be beginning to show a preference for a dominant hand.
	Imitates drawing simple shapes such as circles and lines. 

Shows control in holding and using mark making tools.
	Draws lines and circles using gross motor movements.

Beginning to use a tripod grip (three fingers)
	Uses one handed tools and equipment – scissors for cutting paper.

Givens meaning to the marks they make as they draw and paint.
	Beginning to ascribe meaning to the marks they see in different places.

Recognise their name or familiar letters in print.

Holds pencil/pen between thumb and fingers
	Uses malleable materials safely and with increasing control.

Shows preference for dominant hand.
	Can copy some letters e.g. from their name.

	Control of fine and grow motor skills
	Develop strength and coordination through outdoor play, climbing and balancing
	Explore movement through dancing, jumping, running
	Use both hands together for activities like building or threading
	Begin to use tools such as pencils chalks, scissors with control
	Learning to move around safely, negotiating space around others and objects
	Hand-Eye Coordination –Learning to coordinate visual input with physical movement.
Example: Throwing and catching a ball or tracing patterns.

	Spatial Awareness – Understanding how the body moves and fits in space, helping with tasks like lining up, sitting at a desk, or organizing materials.
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	Show curiosity about the world around them
	Happy to explore and play outside
	Exploring outside with confidence and curiosity
	Notices changes in the environment, weather/seasons
	Uses simple technology – pressing buttons, turning knobs, talking on the telephone
	Demonstrates an interest in other people’s lives, and communities
	Cause and Effect Awareness – Recognising that actions can produce predictable outcomes.
EG - Watering plants and observing growth, or experimenting with ramps and toy cars to see which goes faster

	Observation and Classification - Noticing similarities and differences in objects, living things, and materials – confidently talking about these.
Basic Problem-Solving – Trying different ways to solve simple challenges, which develops reasoning skills.










	Curriculum Goal

	Stepping Stone 
1
	Stepping Stone 
2
	Stepping Stone 
3
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4
	Stepping Stone 
5
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6
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	To count 1-10, recognise numerals, shapes, and colours
	Take part in finger rhymes with numbers.

Explore changes in amounts
	Show an interest in counting.


Beginning to use counting words
	Can count in everyday contexts sometimes skipping numbers.

Beginning to use number names and mathematical language
	Shows an interest in shape and beginning to use positional language.

Shows an interest in shape in their environment.
	Beginning to use positional language.

Explores colour and how colour can be changed.
	Matches numeral and quantity correctly.

Compares groups of objects and knows when they have the same number.
	Shows an interest in representing numbers and realises not only objects can be counted.

To recognise up to 3 objects without having to count them individually.

	Can express ideas through imaginative play, music and creative media

	Explore a range of materials textures and tools
	Joins in with songs, dances and music making
	Uses imagination in role play
	Experiments with colours, shapes and patterns
	Beginning to talk about creative ideas and choices
	Expressing Ideas Creatively – Using drawing, painting, or construction to communicate thoughts, feelings, or stories.
	Combining Sounds, Colours, and Textures – Experimenting with mixing materials, sounds, or movements to create something new.
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