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Learning Through Play


Parental Involvement Policy

Introduction
At Potton Pre-School, we recognise the crucial role parents and carers play in the development, learning, and well-being of their children. We are committed to fostering a positive, collaborative relationship between the preschool and families, where parents are actively involved in their child's learning journey. This policy outlines our commitment to involving parents in all aspects of preschool life, promoting strong partnerships that benefit both children and families.

We also recognise the importance of using secure digital platforms, such as our Parent Portal App, to facilitate communication and engagement with parents in line with EYFS 2025 expectations.

Aim
The aim of this policy is to:

• Encourage and support active parental involvement in their child’s preschool experience, including their learning, development, and wellbeing.

• Foster strong partnerships between parents, staff, and children to ensure a positive and consistent approach to learning and development.

• Provide opportunities for parents to contribute their skills, knowledge, and ideas to the preschool environment.

• Ensure that parents feel welcome, valued, and respected in all interactions with the preschool.
· Ensure that parents are informed about how their child’s learning and development records are shared and accessed securely, whether in person or via digital communication methods.
Legislation and Guidelines
This policy is informed by relevant UK legislation and guidance, including:
1. The Children Act 1989 and 2004
The Children Act places a duty on all childcare providers to work in partnership with parents to meet the needs of children. It also highlights the importance of collaboration in promoting the welfare and safeguarding of children.
2. Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) Statutory Framework (2025)
The EYFS stresses the importance of a partnership between parents and early years providers to ensure children’s development and learning are supported in both home and preschool settings. It encourages regular communication and involvement of parents in their child’s learning journey. The framework highlights the role of digital tools and secure online platforms in enhancing parental engagement, sharing learning records, and supporting inclusion.
3. The Equality Act 2010
This Act requires that all services, including preschools, make reasonable adjustments to ensure that all parents, regardless of background or circumstances, can engage in their child's education and development. We aim to ensure that all parents feel included and are provided with opportunities to participate in meaningful ways.  We will proactively remove barriers to engagement, including providing support for parents with special educational needs, language barriers, or limited access to digital communication tools.
4. The Special Educational Needs and Disability Code of Practice (2015)
This code stresses the need for a partnership approach in supporting children with special educational needs and disabilities (SEND). It encourages collaboration with parents to ensure children receive the right support for their learning and development.

Procedures for Parental Involvement
1. Communication and Regular Updates
• Daily Interactions: Parents are encouraged to share important information about their child’s needs and experiences at the start and end of each day.


• Parent-Key Worker Meetings: We hold regular parent-teacher meetings to discuss progress, share observations, and address any concerns or questions.


• Newsletters and Notices: We provide regular newsletters, email updates and notices to keep parents informed about upcoming events, activities, and any changes at the preschool.
· Communication may also take place via secure digital platforms, allowing parents to receive updates, share information, and view their child’s learning records while maintaining data security and safeguarding principles.
2. Opportunities for Parental Contribution
• Parental Feedback: Parents are invited to provide feedback on the preschool's activities and services through our annual survey. This feedback helps to shape the preschool’s practices.

3. Supporting Families with Specific Needs
• We strive to create an inclusive environment where all families, regardless of their background or circumstances, are supported in becoming actively involved in preschool life. This includes providing materials in alternative formats where needed and ensuring that parents with additional needs or language barriers have access to support.
We also ensure that all families can access communication digitally or in person and are given guidance to use secure digital tools safely and effectively.
4. Events and Celebrations
• We actively encourage parents to participate in preschool events, celebrations, and outings, as this strengthens the connection between home and preschool.
• Special events such as Parent Stay-and-Play sessions, seasonal celebrations, and end-of-term activities provide opportunities for parents to engage with their child’s learning environment.
5. Safeguarding and Confidentiality
• While we encourage parental involvement, we ensure that all interactions with families are respectful and maintain confidentiality. We are committed to safeguarding the wellbeing of all children and will work closely with parents when necessary to ensure the best interests of the child are always prioritised.
 All parental involvement, whether in person or via digital platforms, is conducted in a manner that maintains safeguarding, privacy, and appropriate professional boundaries.
This policy was adopted at a meeting of the Pre School held on 22nd April 2009 and reviewed in September 2025.  The policy is reviewed annually
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