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Learning Through Play


TWO-YEAR-OLD ASSESSMENT POLICY
Statement

Our preschool is committed to supporting the development and learning of all children, particularly during the crucial early years. The statutory two-year-old assessment, known as the Two-Year Progress Check, enables us to review a child’s development, celebrate achievements, and identify any areas needing additional support. This policy outlines our approach to conducting these assessments in a respectful, inclusive, and collaborative manner with parents and carers.

(This process follows the Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS 2024) and complements our ongoing observation and assessment procedures.)
1. Purpose of the Two-Year-Old Assessment
The purpose of the Two-Year Progress Check is to:

• Review and assess each child’s progress in the prime areas of development: Personal, Social and Emotional Development; Physical Development; and Communication and Language.
• Identify any areas where a child may need additional support or further assessment.
• Foster a partnership with parents/carers, providing them with a clear understanding of their child’s developmental strengths and any areas where support may be beneficial.

(Any identified support plans will be reviewed regularly to monitor progress and adjust interventions as needed.)
2. Timing of the Assessment
• The assessment is typically carried out between 24 and 36 months of age, in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) guidelines.
• We will aim to schedule assessments when children are settled in the setting, ensuring a more accurate observation of their development.


(The assessment is part of continuous developmental tracking to provide a full picture of the child’s progress.)
3. Areas of Development Assessed
The assessment focuses on the three prime areas of the EYFS:

• Personal, Social, and Emotional Development: Observing how children interact with others, show independence, and express their emotions.
• Physical Development: Assessing both fine and gross motor skills, coordination, and self-care abilities.
• Communication and Language: Reviewing children’s understanding, listening, attention, and speech.
4. Process of the Two-Year-Old Assessment
• Observation: Practitioners will observe the child in familiar settings, focusing on natural interactions, play, and everyday activities. Observations will be conducted over time to build a complete picture of the child’s development.
• Assessment Record: Observations and notes will be documented in an assessment record, noting strengths, developmental milestones, and any potential concerns.

(Assessment records are stored securely in line with our EYFS assessment system, whether paper-based or electronic.)

• Parent/Carer Involvement: 
Parents and carers are invited to share their insights and observations about their child’s development, contributing valuable context to the assessment.

Support Plan (if needed): 
If any areas require additional support, a plan will be created in collaboration with the parents/carers and, if appropriate, other professionals.

5. Sharing the Assessment with Parents/Carers
• The assessment will be shared with parents/carers in a face-to-face meeting. During this session, the child’s progress, strengths, and areas for support will be discussed, and any questions from the parents/carers addressed.
• Parents/carers will receive a written summary of the assessment and any recommendations for next steps or referrals.

6. Confidentiality and Record Keeping
• All assessment information is treated as confidential and stored securely in line with our data protection policy.
• Parents/carers have access to their child’s assessment records and can discuss them with practitioners at any time.

7. Referrals and Additional Support
• If the assessment identifies developmental concerns, we will discuss with parents/carers the possibility of referrals to external professionals (e.g., speech and language therapists or health visitors).
• With parental consent, we may liaise with local support services or early years specialists to ensure the child receives appropriate interventions.
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