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Learning Through Play


Pre-School Phonics Policy

Statement of Intent
At Potton Pre-School, we recognise that early phonics is an important foundation for communication, language, and later literacy development. In our preschool environment, phonics is delivered in an age-appropriate, play-based way that supports children’s speaking and listening skills first and foremost.
We follow the principles of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and ensure phonics teaching is developmentally appropriate, engaging, and rooted in meaningful experiences.

Aims

We aim to:

· Develop strong listening and attention skills

· Build children’s vocabulary and speaking confidence

· Encourage enjoyment of sounds, rhythm and rhyme

· Support early sound discrimination

· Develop oral blending and segmenting skills

· Prepare children for Reception phonics teaching

We understand that preschool focuses on pre-phonics skills rather than formal reading instruction.

Our Approach

Communication Comes First
We prioritise:

· High-quality interactions

· Rich storytelling

· Singing and rhyme

· Back-and-forth conversations

· Vocabulary extension

Children must develop secure language skills before formal phonics can be successful.

Phase 1 Phonics (Pre-Phonics Focus)

In preschool, we primarily focus on Phase 1 phonics, which develops listening and sound awareness through play.
This includes:
Environmental Sounds

· Listening walks

· Identifying sounds in the garden

· Sound lotto games
Instrumental Sounds
· Exploring rhythm and beat

· Loud/quiet games

· Fast/slow music activities
Body Percussion

· Clapping syllables

· Tapping patterns

· Copying sound sequences
Rhythm and Rhyme

· Nursery rhymes

· Rhyming stories

· Silly rhyme games
Alliteration

· “Silly Soup” games

· Sound baskets (e.g., objects beginning with ‘s’)

· Name games
Voice Sounds

· Animal noises

· Pitch exploration

· Sound effects during storytelling
· Oral Blending and Segmenting

· Blending sounds in simple words (c-a-t → cat)

· Segmenting simple CVC words orally

· Robot talk games

Teaching and Learning
Phonics is delivered through:

· Short adult-led sessions (5–10 minutes)

· Small group work

· Continuous provision

· Child-led exploration

· Story time and circle time
We do not formally assess children against reading expectations in preschool. Learning is observational and responsive.

Progression
Children will:

1. Develop listening and attention

2. Become confident with rhyme and rhythm

3. Recognise and reproduce alliteration

4. Begin oral blending and segmenting

5. Show readiness for letter-sound correspondence in Reception

Formal letter formation and grapheme-phoneme correspondence teaching is introduced in Reception unless a child shows clear readiness.

Inclusion
We ensure:

· Activities are accessible to all children

· Visual supports are available

· Repetition and modelling are embedded

· Speech and language concerns are identified early

· Partnership working with parents and outside professionals where required

Children with delayed speech are supported through targeted interventions and differentiated provision.

Partnership with Parents
We support parents by:

· Sharing rhyme sheets

· Providing simple sound games for home

· Explaining the difference between preschool phonics and Reception phonics

· Offering guidance on oral blending and storytelling

We encourage reading for pleasure at home.

Monitoring and Review
The Designated Lead will:

· Monitor delivery of Phase 1 phonics

· Support staff training

· Review the policy annually

· Ensure alignment with EYFS requirements

Safeguarding

All phonics activities are delivered within our safeguarding framework and adhere to our Safeguarding Policy.
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