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Learning Through Play


EQUIPMENT AND RESOURCES POLICY
 Statement

Our preschool is committed to providing high-quality equipment and resources to create a stimulating, safe, and inclusive learning environment. The use of appropriate resources supports children’s development across all areas of learning and ensures their needs are met in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) framework.

Scope

This policy applies to all equipment and resources used within the preschool, including indoor and outdoor materials, toys, furniture, digital tools, and educational resources. It covers their selection, maintenance, safe use, and the role of staff in managing and using resources effectively.

Aims

· To ensure all children have access to a wide variety of age-appropriate, safe, and stimulating resources that promote their learning and development.

· To provide inclusive resources that reflect diversity and cater to the different learning needs, cultures, and abilities of children.

· To maintain all equipment and resources to a high standard, ensuring safety and longevity.

· To promote sustainability through the careful selection, use, and disposal of resources.

Selection of Equipment and Resources

· Age-Appropriate: All resources will be suitable for the ages and stages of development of the children attending the preschool.

· Inclusive and Diverse: We will provide resources that reflect a diverse range of cultures, abilities, family structures, and languages. This includes books, toys, and materials that promote understanding and respect for different backgrounds and perspectives.

· Educational Value: Resources will support the key areas of learning as defined by the EYFS framework, including communication, literacy, numeracy, physical development, personal and social development, and creative expression.

· Open-Ended Materials: We will provide a range of open-ended resources (e.g., blocks, natural materials, sensory items) that promote creativity, exploration, and problem-solving.

Safety and Risk Management

· Regular Inspections: All equipment and resources will be inspected regularly to ensure they are safe, clean, and in good working order. Any broken or damaged items will be removed from use immediately and repaired or replaced as soon as possible.

· Risk Assessments: Staff will conduct risk assessments for specific items of equipment (e.g., outdoor climbing frames, sensory items) and ensure that children are supervised appropriately during use.

· Storage: Resources will be stored safely and appropriately, with particular attention to ensuring that children can access materials independently without risk of harm.

· Hygiene: Toys and equipment will be cleaned and sanitized regularly, especially items that are frequently handled or mouthed by children. Soft toys, cushions, and fabric resources will be washed as needed.

Inclusive and Accessible Resources

· Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND): Resources will be adapted, or additional resources provided to ensure all children, including those with SEND, can fully participate in activities and learning experiences. This includes sensory materials, visual aids, and communication tools.

· Language and Communication: The preschool will provide materials that support bilingual and multilingual children, including dual-language books and visual aids. Staff will use visual resources to support children with limited verbal communication.

· Cultural Representation: We will ensure that books, toys, and materials reflect different cultures, religions, and family backgrounds, promoting inclusivity and respect for diversity within the preschool community.

Outdoor Equipment and Resources

· Nature and Exploration: Outdoor spaces will include resources that encourage exploration of the natural world, including sand, water, soil, and plants, as well as tools for gardening and nature-based play.

· Physical Development: Equipment will support gross motor skills, including climbing frames, balance beams, tricycles, and balls. All outdoor play equipment will be regularly checked for safety.

· Adaptable Play Areas: The outdoor space will include movable and flexible equipment (e.g., loose parts, tyres, crates) to encourage imaginative play and physical challenges.

Sustainability and Environmental Responsibility

· Eco-Friendly Choices: We are committed to selecting sustainable and environmentally friendly resources where possible. This includes using natural materials, avoiding single-use plastics, and sourcing products from ethical suppliers.

· Recycling and Reuse: We encourage the reuse of materials (e.g., cardboard boxes, fabric scraps) in creative activities and ensure that broken or worn-out equipment is recycled where possible.

· Teaching Sustainability: Children will be taught about caring for the environment through play, activities, and the responsible use of resources.

Staff Responsibilities

· Resource Management: Staff are responsible for managing and organizing resources within their areas, ensuring that materials are readily available, well-maintained, and suitable for the children’s needs.

· Supporting Independence: Resources will be arranged in a way that promotes children’s independence, allowing them to choose and access materials themselves during free play and structured activities.

· Modelling Safe Use: Staff will model safe and responsible use of equipment and resources, helping children to understand the importance of caring for materials and using them appropriately.
Digital and Technological Resources

· Appropriate Use: Any digital tools (e.g., tablets, interactive whiteboards) will be used in accordance with the children’s age and developmental level. Screen time will be limited and monitored to ensure a balance with active and creative play.

· Educational Purpose: Digital resources will be selected for their educational value, such as supporting literacy, numeracy, and communication development, while fostering digital literacy in an age-appropriate manner.

· Safety: Online safety policies will be strictly adhered to, ensuring that any digital content used is child-friendly and secure.
Budget and Purchasing
· Budget Allocation: Resources will be purchased in line with the preschool’s budget, ensuring that high-quality, durable, and safe materials are prioritized.

· Staff Input: Staff will have the opportunity to suggest new resources based on the changing needs and interests of the children and the curriculum.

· Community Involvement: Where possible, we will engage with parents and the wider community to source additional resources, such as donations of toys, books, and materials, while ensuring they meet safety standards.

Monitoring and Review

· This policy will be reviewed annually, or sooner if required, to ensure that the equipment and resources continue to meet the needs of the children and reflect best practices in early years education.

· Regular feedback will be sought from staff, children, and parents regarding the suitability and effectiveness of the resources.

This policy was adopted at a meeting of the Pre School held on 5th October 2009, reviewed in September 2024 and September 2025
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