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Consumable Fee Policy


Statement of Intent

At Potton Pre-School, we are committed to providing high-quality early years education and care in line with the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) and the Department for Education’s (DfE) updated statutory guidance from 1st April 2025. This policy outlines our approach to consumable fees, ensuring transparency, fairness, and affordability for all families.

Why We Charge a Consumable Fee

The government funding we receive for the 15 or 30 hours of childcare covers the cost of the basic provision of education and care. However, it does not cover the cost of consumables such as snacks, non-food items, and certain additional activities that enhance the children’s experience and learning.

To maintain the high standards of care and rich learning experiences that we aim to provide, we charge a small consumable fee to help cover the cost of:

· Healthy snacks (e.g., fruit, vegetables, healthy carboyhydrates)
· Non-food consumables (e.g., wipes, sun cream. nappy cream)
· Activities - Extremal activity providers such as Spanish, Yoga, Tiny Tales Dance and Hartbeeps. Celebrations such as birthdays, Christmas, Diwalli, Chinese New Year, St David's, St George's, St Patrick's and St Andrew's Day.  Cooking and Baking experiences.

At Potton Pre-School, we believe that a rich and stimulating learning environment is key to supporting children’s development across all areas of the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS). External activity providers, cooking experiences, and celebrations play an important role in enhancing children’s learning, helping them to develop essential skills, build confidence, and deepen their understanding of the world.

1. External Activity Providers

Inviting external providers into the setting introduces children to new experiences and specialist knowledge, supporting their development across the EYFS:

Physical Development

· Sports, dance, and yoga sessions improve balance, coordination, and motor skills.
· Activities like music and movement enhance spatial awareness and body control.

Communication and Language

· Storytellers and music sessions promote listening, understanding, and speaking skills.
· Language-rich interactions from visitors broaden children’s vocabulary and comprehension.

Understanding the World

· Visits from animal handlers, emergency services, or cultural performers expand children’s knowledge about their community and the wider world.
· Hands-on experiences with nature or science specialists spark curiosity and exploration.

Personal, Social, and Emotional Development

· Group activities with external providers foster teamwork and turn-taking.
· Positive interactions with new adults and peers build confidence and resilience.

2. Cooking Experiences

Cooking activities provide meaningful, hands-on learning opportunities that support key EYFS outcomes:

Mathematics
· Measuring ingredients supports counting, recognising numbers, and understanding quantities.
· Sequencing steps reinforces pattern recognition and problem-solving skills.

Understanding the World

· Exploring ingredients and recipes introduces children to different cultures and traditions.
· Learning about healthy food choices promotes understanding of well-being.

Physical Development

· Stirring, pouring, and chopping develop fine motor skills and hand-eye coordination.
· 
Communication and Language

· Discussing ingredients and steps encourages descriptive language and new vocabulary.

Personal, Social, and Emotional Development

· Working together fosters teamwork, patience, and a sense of achievement.
· Encouraging children to try new foods builds confidence and encourages good eating habits.

3. Celebrations and Cultural Events

Marking special occasions helps children develop respect and understanding for different cultures and traditions, supporting the EYFS aim of preparing children for life in modern Britain:

Understanding the World

· Learning about festivals (e.g., Diwali, Chinese New Year, Christmas) introduces children to global cultures and traditions.
· Discussing the significance of celebrations encourages curiosity and respect for diversity.

Expressive Arts and Design

· Creating decorations and costumes supports creative expression and imagination.
· Exploring traditional music and dance encourages rhythm and movement.

Personal, Social, and Emotional Development

· Participating in group celebrations builds a sense of belonging and community.
· Sharing traditions from home encourages pride in cultural identity and respect for others.

Communication and Language

· Discussing the meaning of celebrations helps children develop listening and speaking skills.
· Storytelling about celebrations encourages understanding and recall.

Positive Impact on OFSTED Judgements

Incorporating external providers, cooking experiences, and celebrations demonstrates a commitment to delivering a broad, balanced, and engaging curriculum — a key factor in positive Ofsted outcomes. It shows that the setting:

· Provides a stimulating and well-planned learning environment.
· Promotes children's independence, confidence, and social development.
· Encourages curiosity, creativity, and problem-solving.
· Effectively supports children’s progress across all areas of the EYFS framework.

By offering diverse, meaningful experiences through external providers, cooking, and celebrations, we create a rich, inclusive environment where children are excited to explore, learn, and grow.


How We Keep Costs Low
We understand the importance of affordability for families and are committed to keeping our consumable charges as low as possible by:

* Sourcing products and materials at the best possible price
* Reducing waste and using sustainable materials where appropriate
* Seeking alternative funding sources or donations where possible
* Regularly reviewing charges to ensure they remain fair and affordable

Parent Contributions

· Voluntary Basis: While we request for a contribution towards these additional costs, it is important to note that these contributions are voluntary although without the additional fees we will not be able to provide these consumables and activities

· No Impact on Funded Hours: A parent’s decision not to contribute will not affect their child’s access to their funded hours or the quality of care provided.

· Alternative Options: If parents prefer not to contribute to snacks or other consumables, they are welcome to provide their own snack, non-food consumables and we will work with them to find alternative sessions where external activity providers are not in session and other activities are not scheduled.  Please let us know if you would like to opt out of the consumable charge and we will discuss the alternatives with you for accessing your funded hours.





Fee Structure

Our consumable fee does not reflect the actual cost of the items and activities provided; the pre-school covers as much as it possibly can.  A breakdown of the consumable daily costs to parents will be itemised in your child's invoice each half term.

Communication and Transparency

We are committed to open communication with parents and carers. Any changes to the consumable fee or its structure will be communicated in advance. We welcome feedback and aim to work in partnership with families to support the best outcomes for the children.

Review and Compliance

This policy will be reviewed annually to ensure it remains in line with DfE guidance and reflects the needs of the setting and families.

By keeping consumable fees reasonable and transparent, we aim to provide a balanced approach that ensures children receive enriching experiences while supporting families with manageable costs.

This policy was adopted at a meeting of the Potton pre-school on the 1st April 2025 reviewed in September 2025.

Signed on behalf of Potton Pre-school_______________________________________________________
Date Signed__________________________________________________________________________
Date to be reviewed____________________________________________________________________
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