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SAFEGUARDING AND CHILD PROTECTION POLICY
This policy is based on current statutory safeguarding guidance and frameworks as applicable to early years settings in England, including:
· Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2025

· Keeping Children Safe in Education 2025

· Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023

Safeguarding Statement
“Safeguarding is Everyone’s Business.”
We recognise our moral and statutory responsibility to safeguard and promote the welfare of all children.

We make every effort to provide an environment in which children and adults feel safe, secure, valued, and respected. We want children and adults to feel confident to talk if they are worried, believing they will be effectively listened to.

The purpose of this policy is to provide the team at Potton Pre-School with the framework they need to keep children safe and secure in our setting. The policy also informs parents and carers how we will safeguard their children whilst they are in our care.
Status & Review Cycle: Annual or more frequent if new statutory guidance or legislation becomes available.

Key Personnel
· Designated Safeguarding Lead (DSL): Holly Gabbitas

· Deputy Designated Safeguarding Lead (DDSL): Jan Shepherd

Definitions (Working Together 2023)
Safeguarding and promoting welfare includes:
· Providing help and support as soon as problems emerge

· Protecting children from maltreatment, whether at home, in the setting, or online

· Preventing impairment of children’s mental and physical health or development

· Ensuring children grow up in circumstances consistent with safe and effective care

· Taking action to enable all children to have the best outcomes

Child Protection is the activity undertaken to protect specific children who are suffering or likely to suffer significant harm.

Introduction
This policy has been developed in accordance with the principles established by:

· Children Acts 1989 & 2004

· Childcare Act 2006

· Statutory Framework for the Early Years Foundation Stage 2025

· Keeping Children Safe in Education 2025

· Working Together to Safeguard Children 2023

· Framework for the Assessment of Children in Need and their Families 2000

· What to do if You Are Worried a Child is Being Abused 2015

· Early Years Inspection Handbook for Ofsted-registered provision September 2021
This policy applies to all staff, the manager, and committee. Parents/carers may request a copy via the pre-school or website.

Principles, Values and Aims
EYFS 2025: “Children learn best when they are healthy, safe and secure, when their individual needs are met, and when they have positive relationships with adults caring for them.”
Potton Pre-School maintains a culture of “it could happen here” to safeguard children. All staff share responsibility to act immediately on any suspicion or disclosure of harm, considering contextual safeguarding in line with statutory guidance.

We will:

· Treat each child as an individual to foster confidence, resilience, and capability

· Establish an ethos where children feel safe and able to share their thoughts and feelings

· Ensure children know a trusted adult is available to talk to

· Reassure children that concerns are taken seriously and acted upon

· Encourage self-esteem and awareness via EYFS and positive relationships

· Liaise with support services for Early Help and safeguarding concerns

· Notify Social Care immediately if a child is at significant risk

Training and Induction
All staff receive:
· Induction covering safeguarding arrangements, DSL/DDSL roles, staff behaviour policy, and code of conduct

· Safeguarding and child protection training at induction, updated regularly

· Prevent, FGM, and online safety training

· Weekly staff updates on safeguarding and online safety
Staff disclose any issues affecting suitability to work with children. Suitability is checked annually. Staff are trained in mobile/electronic device safety, professional social media conduct, and adhere to:
· Code of Conduct

· Social Media Policy

· Mobile Phone, Camera, Smartwatch & Electronic Devices Policy

Supervision and Well-Being
In line with the Equality Act 2010 and EYFS 2025, supervision provides support and development, including safeguarding discussions, well-being, and performance monitoring. Staff reflect on:
· Skills, knowledge, and workload

· Practice and competency development

· Child safety and well-being

· Individual children’s development

Safeguarding Roles and Responsibilities
All Staff:
· Attend safeguarding training to identify abuse

· Provide a safe learning environment

· Maintain a secure, supportive setting for children to talk

· Identify children needing Early Help and know local procedures

· Respond appropriately to mental health issues as potential safeguarding indicators

· Report concerns to DSL/DDSL or directly to C-SPA/Police if necessary
Manager Responsibilities:
· Ensure a whole-setting safeguarding approach

· Implement safer recruitment and statutory staff checks

· Provide updated staff training and policies

· Manage allegations against staff, volunteers, and contractors, including DBS referrals

· Manage “low-level” concerns in line with KCSIE 2025 guidance

What is abuse and neglect?
Abuse and neglect are forms of maltreatment of a child. Somebody may abuse or neglect a child by inflicting harm, or by failing to act to prevent harm. Children may be abused in a family or in an institutional or community setting, by those known to them or, more rarely, by a stranger. They may be abused by an adult or adults, or another child or children. 
Physical abuse 

Physical abuse may involve hitting, shaking, throwing, poisoning, burning or scalding, drowning, suffocating, or otherwise causing physical harm to a child. Physical harm may also be caused when a parent or carer fabricates the symptoms of, or deliberately induces, illness in a child. Some types of bruises are often associated with non-accidental injury: 
· Hand slap marks. 
· Marks from an implement. 
· Pinch or grab marks. 
· Grip marks on a baby (could indicate severe shaking). 
· Bruised eyes (particularly when no other bruising to forehead). 
· Any bruising on babies. Children are injured accidentally by not having been provided with a safe environment, such accidents could for example include scalding, fractures, and poisoning. But some types of injury are less likely to be accidental such as: 
· Burns inside the mouth, inside of the arm and on genitals.
· Some cigarette burns or burns with another object. 
· Scalds particularly on the feet and ankles. 
· Bite marks. 
· Evidence of old or repeated fractures. 
• Cuts to mouth or tongue. 
· Female genital mutilation 
· Breast Ironing
Emotional abuse 

The persistent emotional maltreatment of a child such as to cause severe and persistent adverse effects on the child’s emotional development. It may involve conveying to a child that they are worthless or unloved, inadequate, or valued only insofar as they meet the needs of another person. It may include not giving the child opportunities to express their views, deliberately silencing them or ‘making fun’ of what they say or how they communicate. It may feature age or developmentally inappropriate expectations being imposed on children. These may include interactions that are beyond a child’s developmental capability, as well as overprotection and limitation of exploration and learning, or preventing the child participating in normal social interaction. It may involve seeing or hearing the ill-treatment of another. It may involve serious bullying (including cyber bullying), causing children frequently to feel frightened or in danger, or the exploitation or corruption of children. Some level of emotional abuse is involved in all types of maltreatment of a child, although it may occur in isolation. 
Sexual abuse 
Involves forcing or enticing a child or young person to take part in sexual activities, not necessarily involving a high level of violence, whether the child is aware of what is happening or not. 
Neglect 
Neglect is the persistent failure to meet a child’s basic physical and/or psychological needs, likely to result in the serious impairment of the child’s health or development. Neglect may occur during pregnancy because of maternal substance abuse. 
A neglected child may show physical signs by being: 
· Underweight or obese.
· Poorly and/or inappropriately clothed. 

· Often hungry. 

· Unduly solemn and unresponsive. 

· Under stimulated and not reaching developmental milestones 

· Poor impulse control. 

· Inability to form relationships.

Mental Health 
At Potton Pre-School staff are aware that mental health problems can, in some cases, be an indicator that a child has suffered or is at risk of suffering abuse, neglect or exploitation. Staff are aware of how children’s experiences, can impact on their mental health, behaviour, and education. They will use their professional judgement and will consult the DSL/DDSL when they observe any changes to the child’s usual behaviour or interactions. 
Safeguarding Children with Additional Needs and Disabilities
At Potton Pre-School we acknowledge that children with additional needs or disabilities can face additional safeguarding challenges. 
These can include:
· Assumptions that indicators of possible abuse such as behaviour, mood and injury relate to the child’s condition without further exploration. 
· These children being more prone to peer group isolation or bullying (including prejudice-based bullying) than other children. 
· The potential for children with additional needs and disabilities or certain medical conditions being disproportionally impacted by behaviours such as bullying, without outwardly showing any signs. 
· Communication barriers and difficulties in managing or reporting these challenges. The DSL will work closely with the SENCo to plan support as required. 
Online Safety 
At Potton Pre-School, we have a policy that includes online safety which explains how we try to keep children safe in our setting and how we respond to online safety incidents. We understand that children increasingly use electronic equipment daily to access the internet however, at the Preschool this is monitored and limited to educational programmes, nursery songs/dancing, games and stories.
Private Fostering Arrangements 
A private fostering arrangement occurs when someone other than a parent or close relative cares for a child for a period of 28 days or more, with the agreement of the child’s parents. It applies to children under the age of 16 years old or 18 years old if the child is disabled. 
Looked After Children by the local authority or those who are placed in residential school/colleges, children’s homes or hospitals are not considered to be privately fostered. Private fostering occurs in all cultures and children may be privately fostered at any age. Potton Pre-School recognises that most privately fostered children remain safe and well but are aware that safeguarding concerns have been raised in some cases. Therefore, all staff are alert to possible safeguarding issues, including the possibility that the child has been trafficked into the country. By law, a parent, private foster carer or other persons involved in making a private fostering arrangement must notify Children’s Social Care immediately. However, where a member of staff becomes aware that a child may be in a private fostering arrangement, they will raise this with the DSL/DDSL. 
Looked After Children 
The most common reason for children becoming looked after is because of abuse and neglect. Potton Pre-School will ensure that staff have the necessary skills and understanding to keep looked after children safe. Appropriate staff have information about a child’s looked after legal status and care arrangements, including the level of authority delegated to the carer by the authority looking after the child and contact arrangements with birth parents or those with parental responsibility. DSL will have details of the child’s social worker. 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) 
Female Genital Mutilation (FGM) is illegal in England and Wales under the FGM Act (2003). It is a form of child abuse and violence against women. A mandatory reporting duty requires staff to report ‘known’ cases of FGM in under 18s, (https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/mandatory-reporting-of-female-genital-mutilationprocedural-information) which are identified in the course of their professional work, to the Police. The duty applies to all persons in Potton Pre-School who are employed or engaged to carry out as a key person, whether they have qualified practitioner status. The duty applies to the individual who becomes aware of the case to make a report. It should not be transferred to the DSL; however, the DSL should be informed. 
County lines 
County lines is a term used to describe gangs and organised criminal networks involved in exporting illegal drugs into one or more importing areas within the UK, using dedicated mobile phone lines or other form of “deal line”. They are likely to exploit children and vulnerable adults to move and store the drugs and money and they will often use coercion, intimidation, violence (including sexual violence) and weapon. Young people are at risk if they become caught in county lines networks. To reduce the risk to themselves the dealers will use people they think others will not suspect, so any young person on the periphery of drug use or drug taking, or otherwise coming into contact, is vulnerable. 
Child Abuse linked to faith or belief including Witchcraft (CALFBW) 
Child abuse linked to a faith or belief occurs across the country. In such cases a parent or carer has come to view a child as ‘different’ and they may have attributed this difference to the child being possessed. The term ‘belief in spirit possession’ is the belief that an evil force has entered a child and is controlling him or her. Sometimes the term ‘witch’ is used and is the belief that a child is able to use an evil force to harm others. Genuine beliefs can be held by families, carers, religious leaders, congregations, and the children themselves that evil forces are at work. Families and children can be deeply worried by the evil that they believe is threatening them, and abuse often occurs when an attempt is made to ‘exorcise’, or ‘deliver’ the child. Exorcism is the attempt to expel evil spirits from a child. The number of known cases of child abuse linked to accusations of ‘possession’ or ‘witchcraft’ is small, but children involved can suffer damage to their physical and mental health, their capacity to learn, their ability to form relationships and to their self-esteem. It is likely that a proportion of this type of abuse remains unreported. Reasons for the child being identified as ‘different’ may be a disobedient or independent nature, bed wetting, nightmares, or illness. 
Prevent 
Staff at Potton Pre-School are clear that exploitation of vulnerable children and radicalisation should be viewed as a safeguarding concern. Staff receive training to help identify early signs of radicalisation and extremism. Opportunities are provided in the curriculum to enable children to discuss issues of religion, ethnicity and culture. The setting promotes and embeds the fundamental British value in the setting through activities and within policies. The DSL and DDSL will assess the level of risk within the setting and put actions in place to reduce that risk. Risk assessment may include due diligence checks for external speakers and private hire of facilities, anti-bullying policy and other issues specific to the setting’s profile, community and philosophy. When any member of staff has concerns that a child may be at risk of radicalisation or involvement in terrorism, they should speak with the DSL in the first instance and report to Central Bedfordshire’s Prevent Officer.

 British Values

At Potton Pre-School, we aim to link each of the British Values to our early years practice making them relevant and meaningful. The fundamental British values are: 
• Democracy 
• Rule of law 
• Individual liberty 
• Mutual respect and tolerance (including for those with different faiths). 
Democracy can be demonstrated in the way everyone is treated equally and has equal rights. Staff will support children's personal, social and emotional development (PSED) and give them opportunities to develop their self-confidence and self-awareness, to make choices and decisions about what they want to explore and how they are going to use the resources available to them. The children take turns, sharing, collaborating, and making decisions together. Negotiating, setting rules and trusting friends will stick to the plan. 
Rule of Law is about understanding that rules matter. Learning to manage their own feelings and behaviour: about learning right from wrong, behaving within agreed and clearly defined boundaries and dealing with the consequences. Children will start to learn the rules which keep them and others safe. 
Individual Liberty. We will help children to develop a positive sense of themselves. We will provide opportunities for children to mix their own colours for leaf painting or take part in a sack race we are helping them to develop their self-knowledge, self-esteem and increase their confidence in their own abilities. Sharing a favourite book or build a compound for the dinosaurs together children will be given the time and space to explore the language of feelings and responsibility, reflect on their differences and understand that we are all free to have different opinions. 
Mutual respect and tolerance. We encourage the children to treat others as we want to be treated. How to be part of a community, manage feelings and behaviour and form relationships with others. At Potton Pre School, we will create an ethos of inclusivity and tolerance where views, faiths, cultures, and races are valued. We share stories that reflect and value the diversity of children’s experiences and provide resources and activities that challenge gender, cultural and racial stereotyping. We will aim to include British values in what we do and what we say every day.
This policy was adopted at a meeting of the pre-school held on 21st April 2010 and reviewed in September 2024

Signed on behalf of Potton Pre-school_______________________________________________________

Date Signed__________________________________________________________________________

Date to be reviewed____________________________________________________________________

Appendix 1: 
Signs and Indicators of abuse and neglect Bullying and cyberbullying - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/bullying-andcyberbullying/ 
Child sexual exploitation - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-exploitation/ 
Child trafficking - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-trafficking/ 
Criminal exploitation and gangs - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/gangs-criminalexploitation/
Domestic abuse - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/domestic-abuse/
Emotional abuse - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/emotional-abuse/ 
Grooming - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/grooming/ 
Neglect - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/neglect/ 
Non-recent abuse - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/non-recent-abuse/ 
Online abuse - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/online-abuse/ 
Physical abuse - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/physical-abuse/ 
Sexual abuse - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/what-is-child-abuse/types-of-abuse/child-sexual-abuse/ 
County lines – Protecting children from county lines | NSPCC Learning https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/child-abuseand-neglect/county-lines
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