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INFORMATION COMMUNICATION TECHNOLOGY (ICT) POLICY 

Introduction
Information and Communication Technology (ICT) plays an essential role in the development of children in today’s digital age. This policy outlines how our The Nest integrates ICT into the learning environment to enhance children's overall development. It ensures that children are introduced to technology in an age-appropriate, safe, and engaging manner, while emphasising the importance of a balanced use of technology alongside other learning methods.
We recognise that ICT offers opportunities to enhance learning experiences, but we are also committed to promoting responsible use of technology to support children's physical, social, and emotional development. This policy serves to guide staff, children, and parents on the appropriate use of ICT within our The Nest setting.
Aim
The aim of this ICT policy is to:
· Provide a clear framework for the responsible and effective use of ICT in the Nest.
· Promote safe and age-appropriate use of technology by guiding children on how to navigate ICT tools and online resources responsibly.
· Equip staff with the necessary training and resources to use ICT tools effectively in promoting learning and development across all areas of the EYFS framework.
· Involve parents in understanding how ICT is used in The Nest.
· Maintain a balanced approach to ICT by limiting screen time and ensuring that digital tools are used alongside a range of hands-on and social activities.
Objectives
1. Enhancing Learning:
· Use ICT to support key areas of learning, such as language, problem-solving, and creative expression.
· Provide children with access to age-appropriate digital resources like educational games, interactive whiteboards, and digital cameras.



2. Ensuring E-Safety:
· Implement safeguards to protect children from inappropriate content, ensure safe browsing, and always supervise children’s use of digital tools.
· Teach children basic e-safety principles, such as understanding privacy, safe online behaviour, and limited screen time.
3. Supporting Staff:
· Provide ongoing professional development and training to staff in the effective use of ICT, e-safety, and fostering digital skills among young learners.

4. Parental Involvement:
· Encourage communication with parents regarding how ICT is used in The Nest and provide guidance on safe use of technology at home.

5. Monitoring and Evaluation:
· Continuously monitor and assess the impact of ICT in The Nest activities, ensuring that it remains an effective, safe, and balanced tool.

This policy will be reviewed regularly to keep pace with advances in technology, ensuring it meets the evolving needs of children in our The Nest setting.

This policy was adopted on 1st November 2014 & will be reviewed annually.

Signed on behalf of The Nest ___________________________________________________________

Date Signed: ________________________________________________________________________
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