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What are the differences between preschools, nurseries and childminders and which one is right for you and your family?


We are often asked by parents what are the differences between a preschool, nursery and a childminder setting, these terms are often used interchangeably by parents.  However, there are key differences between them, and which one suits you, depends on your individual family circumstances:

1. The first key point is to note that a nursery and childminder settings usually care for children from as early as six weeks of age until they start primary school, some may offer a wraparound service for school age children.
A preschool provides care for children between the ages of two and four years old in preparation for      school.

2. A nursery or childminder setting provides care for children on a full or part time basis, depending on the needs of the parents.  
  A preschool provides care for children in the form of morning or afternoon sessions.  Full day sessions may be offered in preparation for school if sessions are available.

3. A nursery or childminder provides working parents with professional childcare and a structured educational environment.
A preschool is for parents who want to prepare their child for full time education.  A preschool provides children with the experience of a structured educational environment which will help children transition into full-time education.  

Preschools are not intended to provide full-time or part-time professional childcare for working parents although if there are spaces available some preschools may be able to support with this.

4. Nurseries and childminders open for longer hours than a preschool to provide working parents with professional childcare all year round.
Preschools operate during school term times and during school hours only.


Whether you decide to send your child to a nursery, childminder or a preschool will depend largely on if you are working parents requiring professional childcare as well as a structured educational environment for your child in preparation for school.

If you are in receipt of universal or extended funding and would like your child to attend a nursery and preschool or childminder and preschool, you are able to split the funding between settings.  Childminders may also support this by dropping off or collecting children from the preschool settings.
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