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Learning Through Play

The role of the key worker.

The role of the key worker is a required of the Early Years Foundation Stage and every childcare setting must assign a keyworker to your child when they start.

Your child’s key worker will be introduced to you on the home visit, and they will be responsible for helping your child transition and settle into pre-school plus ensuring that all your child’s needs are met in setting.
Your child’s key worker observes your child as they are playing and learning, they will observe how your child learns, what they enjoy playing with, how they play, how they interact with the resources and where they need more support.  Your child’s key worker will keep a record of their learning and development, along with some written observations in your child’s Learning Journey which documents your child’s progress.
The observations the key worker makes assists them in planning your child’s next steps and future learning opportunities based on their needs and interests.

Working in partnership with you, is paramount.  The relationship with your child’s keyworker begins at the home visit, they are responsible for exchanging information with you, building a relationship based on trust and they are your insight into your child’s world whilst they are at pre-school.  

Parental feedback is valued and will be listened to as part of that partnership with between you, your child and your child’s keyworker.  Throughout your child’s time with us, you will receive Child Update Questionnaires, these are an opportunity for you to update your child’s key worker on new areas of interests etc and are also your opportunity to contribute to your child’s next steps at pre-school.  We also hold two parent evenings per academic year along with telephone key worker updates each term.  Your key worker will update you on your child’s progress and these are also opportunities for you to discuss any concerns or ask any questions.

We also use various other modes of communicating with parents about what their children have been up to in pre-school:

· Parent noticeboard outside the front of the building is updated daily, with what the children have been up to in session and the snack they have had
· Daily Facebook updates with photographs of what the children have been up to each session (if you do not use Facebook or do not give consent for your child’s photograph to be used on Facebook, these updates can be emailed to you)
· Weekly emails and Facebook updates on our theme, letter, and colour of the week
· Termly Emails of Dates for the Diaries, Themes and Snack Menu
· Termly Newsletter 
· Parents Evening twice per year (Zoom, Face-to-Face, or Telephone)
· Termly telephone key worker updates
· Termly Home Links – to involve parents in their child’s learning
· Termly Child Update Questionnaires


How to work in partnership with your child’s key worker.

Be prepared to share information about what child enjoys playing with and doing at home, and any new skills they have recently learnt, be open and honest about your concerns or worries.  The more information you share and continue sharing the more your child’s key worker can understand your child’s needs and interests.

You can contact us at any time, via telephone or email to discuss any concerns, questions or inform us of anything you feel is relevant to your child which we need to know.
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